
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  14152 of George Washington U n i v e r s i t y ,  
p u r s u a n t  t o  Sub- sec t ion  8207.12 of  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  
f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under  Pa rag raph  3 1 0 1 . 4 6  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t h e  u s e  of a p a r k i n g  l o t  i n  an  R-5-C D i s t r i c t ,  a t  p r e m i s e s  
921-23 22nd S t r e e t ,  N . W , ,  and rear  of 919 22nd S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  
(Square  7 5 ,  Lot  8 5 7 ) .  

H E A R I N G  DATE: June  2 7 ,  1 9 8 4  
DECISION DATE: June  2 7 ,  1984 (Bench D e c i s i o n )  

1. T h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  0x1 t h e  eas t  s i d e  
of 22nd S t r e e t  between Pennsy lvan ia  Avenue and I S t r e e t  arid 
i s  know as  premises 921-923 22nd Street  and the rear cf 9 1  
22nd S t r e e t ,  N.PJa It i s  i n  ar? R-5-C D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  i r r e g u l a r l y  shaped ,  T h e  lot i s  
s c r e e n e d  from t h e  s t reet  f r o n t a g e  cr1 22nd S t r e e t  by a 
s t o c k a d e  f e n c e .  There  is n o  curb c u t  on 2 2 n d  S t r e e t .  
En t r ance  t o  t h e  lot i s  t h r o u g h  a p u b l i c  a l l e y  opening  oiito I 
S t r e e t  a 

3. The s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  l o t  w a s  l a s t  approved by t h e  
BZA f o r  a p e r i o d  of t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  Order  N o .  13542, d a t e d  
November 19, 1 9 8 1 .  

4 .  The s u b j e c t  Lot i s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of t h e  
George Washington U n i v e r s i t y  Campus P l a n  and a t  a f u t u r e  
d a t e  will b e  p u t  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  u s e .  

5. T h e  l o t  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  l e a s e d  t o  C o l o n i a l  P a r k i n g  
I n c .  f o r  s t a f f  and v i s i t o r  p a r k i n g  f a r  i t s  c o r p o r a t e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  b u i l d i n g  a t  2 1 4 0  Pennsy lvan ia  Avenue, N.PI-  
Tha t  lease e x p i r e d  on J a n u a r y  31,  1 9 8 3 ,  The use of the l o t  
s i n c e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of t h a t  lease ha5  been F o r  U n i v e r s i t y  
s t a f f ,  f a c u l t y ,  s t u d e n t  and main tenance  v e h i c l e  p a r k i n g  
p u r s u a n t  t o  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Occupancy No. B - 1 3 4 0 2 6  d a t e d  
Februa ry  9 ,  1 9 8 3 .  Tha t  C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy e x p i r e d  on 
June  9 ,  1984. 

6 .  The s u b j e c t  loc c o n t a i n s  a p p r a x i m a t e l y  s e v e n t e e n  
cked. p a r k i n g  s p a c e s ,  There i s  a t r a s h  compactor located.  

on t h e  l o t .  N o  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  on t h e  Lot. 
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7. The George Washington University Campus Plan 
reauires that the University provide between 2,700 arid 3,000 
parking spaces. A consultant’s survey of the current and 
projected parking needs of the University indictates that in 
1985, the University will require 2,859 spaces. Bp 19510, 
the requirement will be 2,556 spaces. The University’s 
current parking inventory is 2,746 spaces which includes the 
seventeen spaces provided 011 the subject lot, Due to 
planned construction, there is a projected decrease i.n 
parking spaces, from the current 2,746 to 2,695 in 1985, 
Because of the projected need for 2,889 spaces and the 
minimum of 2,700 spaces called for in the Campus Plan, the 
approval of the application is necessary to keep the parking 
spaces for the University in the 2,700 to 3,000 range as 
required by the Campus Plan. 

8. The University encourages the u s e  of public 
transportation to the campus. The University is En active 
member of the Board of Trade, Council of Governments 
Commuter Club and maintains an active carpool locator 
service. I n  addition, the University passes on the full 
cos t  of operation of its parking facilities to the users of 
the I.ots as a further economic disincentive to the use of 
automobiles on campus. However, the University does not 
operate on a typical work day schedule. Many work shifts 
begin or end when public transportation is not in operation. 
Provision of parking on campus is, therefore, desirable and 
ne ce s s ar y . 

9. In BZA Order No. 13999, the Board found that 
corlsideration of the George Washington University parking 
lots on an individual basis gave a distorted view of the 
affect on the campus itself and the surrounding 
neighborhood. In order to review the total impact, rather 
than to review one lot at a time, the Board determined that 
all future applications for parking lots at George 
Washington University will terminate on the same date as the 
lot which was the subject of application No. 13999. The 
approval in BZA No. 13999 expires on November 14, 1987, The 
applicant i s  requesting approval of the subject lot until 
that date. 

1 0 .  Although the subject lot is no longer leased to 
Colonial Parking Inc. the operation of the facility is 
basically the same as during prior years. The lot is used 
by faculty and staff of the Gniversity on an in-and-out 
basis. Howeverr there is not a sufficient number or concen- 
tration of traffic movements during any time period to 
result in unfavorable traffic conditions. 

11, The conditions imposed by the Board‘s prior orders 
have been met. The stockade fence and landscaping along 
22nd Street have been maintained, The requirements of 
Article 74 of the Zoning Regulations have been met. The 
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p r o p e r t y  i s  paved w i t h  an  aLI-weather  imperv ious  s u r f a c e .  
N o  cars  p r o j e c t  o v e r  any l o t  l i n e  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e s .  There 
are  no s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  l o t ,  The l i g h t i n g  i s  a r r a n g e d  so 
t h a t  a l l  d i r e c t  r a y s  are c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  
p a r k i n g  l o t .  There are  no commercial  a d v e r t i s i n g  s i g n s  on 
t h e  p remises .  There i s  one s i g n  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  l o t  
r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  l o t  t o  p e r m i t  p a r k i n g  by f a c u l t y  
and s t a f f  o n l y .  

1 2 .  The a p p l i c a n t  has r e c e i v e d  no c o m p l a i n t s  a s  to t.he 
u s e  o f  o r  main tenance  o f  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t .  Rou t ine  yrounds  
care and t r a s h  p ick-up  are  c a r r i e d  ou t  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  on 
a schedu led  b a s i s .  

13. By memorandum d a t e 6  June  1 5 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  t h e  Department 
of P u b l i c  Works o f f e r e d  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  of 
t h e  s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  l o t .  

1 4 .  Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2 A  made na 
recommendation i n  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

15 .  There was no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  or o f  r e c o r d .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

Eased on t h e  r e c o r d  t h e  Board c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  i s  s e e k i n g  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of 
which r e q u i r e s  compl iance  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of Pa rag raph  
3101,46 and Sub-sec t ion  8 2 0 7 - 2  o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  
The Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  m e t  i t s  burden  of  
p r o o f .  The l o t  by i t s e l f  does  n o t  r e a s o n a b l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
a d v e r s e  t r a f f i c  e f f e c t ,  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o t  t o  t h i s  
p o i n t  h a s  n o t  had an  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  on t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  
o r  f u t u r e  development o f  t h e  area. The l o t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  
r e a s o n a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  i s  p a r t  
o f  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  of s p a c e s  used  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  and i s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  keep t h e  number of p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
LJn ive r s i ty  u s e  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  2 , 7 0 0  t o  3 ,000 as  r e q u i r e d  by 
t h e  Board. The Board n o t e s  t h a t  t e s t i m o n y  from a r e p r e s e n -  
t a t i v e  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  as  se t  f o r t h  i n  F i n d i n g  of F a c t  
No. 7 ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  number o f  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  i s  
p r o j e c t e d  t o  f a l l  below 2 , 7 0 0  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  While t h a t  
i s s u e  i s  n o t  now b e f o r e  t h e  Board,  t h e  Board reminds t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  approved campus p l a n  r e q u i r e s  
2 , 7 0 0  t o  3 , 0 0 0  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  t o  b e  p rov ided .  

The Board f u r t h e r  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  r e l i e f  can b e  
g r a n t e d  as i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  and pu rpose  of t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  aiid w i l l  n o t  t e n d  t o  a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  
u s e  of neighborhood p r o p e r t y .  Accord ingly  it i s  ORDEREO 
t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  @PANTED SUBJECT t o  t h e  foLLowirig 
CONDITIONS: 
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1. Approval s h a l l  be f o r  a p e r i o d  t e r m i n a t i n g  on 
November 1 4 ,  1 9 8 7 .  

2 .  The  l o t  s h a l l  b e  c l e a n e d  d a i l y .  

3 ,  The t r a s h  r e c e p t a c l e  sha l l -  n o t  be  empt ied  between 
t h e  hour s  of  1O:OO P.M. and 7:OO A e N e  

4 ,  Kain tenance  arid s e r v i c e  v e h i c l e s  up t o  I (I 5 t o n s  i n  
weight  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e s  and p i c k u p  t r u c k s  
of s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  
a re  no l a r g e r  t h a n  n i n e  f e e t  by n i n e t e e n  f e e t ,  may 
be  p e r m i t t e d  t o  p a r k  on t h e  sub jec t  p r o p e r t y .  

5. The s c r e e n  f e n c e  and l a n d s c a p i n g  a l o n g  t h e  e n t i r e  
22nd S t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  of t h e  l o t  s h a l l  b e  main- 
t a i n e d  in a n e a t  and o r d e r l y  appea rance  and in a 
h e a l t h y  growing c o n d i t i o n .  

6 .  A l l  a r e a s  devo ted  t o  d r iveways ,  access l a n e s ,  and 
p a r k i n g  areas s h a l l  be  m a i n t a i n e d  w i t h  a pav ing  of 
m a t e r i a l  forming an  a l l - w e a t h e r  imperv ious  
s u r f  ace 

7. Bumper s t o p s  s h a l l  b e  e r e c t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  for 
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of a l l  a d j o i n i n ?  b u i l d i n g s .  

8 .  N o  v e h i c l e  o r  any p a r t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  
t o  p r o j e c t  over any l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  o r  on o r  
o v e r  t h e  p u b l i c  space .  

9 .  A l l  p a r t s  of t h e  l o t  s h a l l  be k e p t  f r e e  of r e f u s e  
o r  d e b r i s  and s h a l l  be  paved o r  l andscaped .  
Landscaping s h a l l  be  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  a h e a l t h y  
growing c o n d i t i o n  a n  i n  a n e a t  arid o r d e r l y  appear -  
ance  * 

10. N o  o t h e r  u s e  s h a l l  b e  conducted  from o r  upon t h e  
p r e m i s e s  and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  t h a n  a n  a t t e n -  
d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  s h a l l  be  e r e c t e d  o r  used  upon t h e  
p remises  u n l e s s  such  u s e  o r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  o t h e r w i s e  
p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  zoning  d i s t r i c t  i n  which t h e  
p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  l o c a t e d .  

11. Any l i g h t i n g  used  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  o r  
i t s  a c c e s s o r y  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  b e  so a r r a n g e d  t h a t  
a l l  d i r e c t  r a y s  o f  such  l i q h t i n g  are  c o n f i n e d  t o  
t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t ,  

VOTE: 3-6 (Walter B.  L e w i s ,  i 7 i I l i a m  F.  Mclntosh and 
C h a r l e s  R.  N o r r i s  t o  T r a n t ;  Douglas J. P a t t o n  
and Car r i e  L. T h o r n h i l l  n o t  v o t i n g ,  n o t  
hav ing  h e a r d  t h e  case) 
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BY OIiDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF Z C N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 

E x e c u t i v e  Director 

F I N A L  DATF OF' ORDER: 

UKDER SUB-SECTION 
D E C I S I O N  OR ORDER 
DAYS AE'TER HAVING 
RULES OF P R A C T I C E  
AD JUSTPllENT . I '  

TI-:IS ORDER OF THE 

8 2 0 4 . 3  O F  THE ZONING REGULATIONS, "NO 
O F  TIiE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIX, TEN 
BECOME FITJAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL 
AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD O F  ZONING 

BOARD IS VALID FOR A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  IIONTHS 
AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF' T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS WlT'I i IN SUCH 
PERIOD AN A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A B U I L D I N G  PERMIT OR C E R T I F I C A T E  
OF OCCUPANCY ZS F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTFIENT O F  CONSUMER AND 
REGULATORY A F F A I R S .  


